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SUBJ: ELECTRIC POWER PROJECT CONTINUES TO MAKE NEWS 

1. SUMMARY: CONTROVERSY OVER NEW BERLIN POWER-PLANT 
PROJECT HAS SHARPENED THIS WEEK WITH ROUND-THE-CLOCK OCCU- 
PATION OF SITE BY RADICAL DEMONSTRATORS. SENAT HAS SO 

PAR LEFT OCCUPIERS IN CONTROL OP SITE. PRELIMINARY WORK 
AT SITE HAS BEEN BLOCKED DURING PAST WEEK. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. AS REPORTED REPTEL (USBERLIN 2173) SENAT REACHED COALITION- 
STRAINING DECISIO OCTOBER 12, AFTER SEVERAL MONTHS OP INTERNAL 
AGONIZING, ON LOCATION POR A NEW 600-MEGAWATT CONVENTIONAL 
POWER PLANT, POWER PROM WHICH IS ESTIMATED TO BE NEEDED 

IN WINTER OP 1980. DECISION WAS TO SITE THE PLANT IN THE 
SPANDAU FOREST, WHICH WOULD REQUIRE CUTTING OF A DISPUTED 
NUMBER OP THOUSANDS OP TREES, RATHER THAN AT WATERPRONT 
SITE OP AN EXISTING POWER PLANT. SINCE THAT DECISION, 

A COALITION OP CITIZEN GROUPS OPPOSING LOCATION OP THE 
PLANT IN THE POREST, OR IN SPANDAU, OR ANYWHERE AT ALL, 
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HAS BEEN STAGING WEEKEND DEMONSTRATION MARCHES TO THE SITE. 
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3. ON WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 20, OPPOSITONISTS OCCUPIED THE 
SITE, BUILT A SHACK FOR SHELTER, DECORATED IT WITH COMMU- 
NIST FLAGS, AND HAVE MAINTAINED PERMANENT PRESENCE WITH 
CLAIMED GOAL OF PREVENTING THE CUTTING OF ANY TREES. 

ACTON GROUPS APPEAR TO CONSIST OF PEACEFUL TYPES OPPOSED 
TO VIOLENCE, PLUS REPRESENTATIVES OF VARIOUS COMMUNIST 
YOUTH FACTIONS WHO WOULD WELCOME VIOLENCE. THERE IS NO 
CONSENSUS AS TO TACTICS BETWEEN THESE GROUPS AND EACH 
FOLLOWS ITS OWN INCLINATIONS. COMMUNIST GROUP APPEARS 

TO DOMINATE THE SCENE DURING THE WEEK WHEN MORE RESPONSIBLE 
CITIZENS ARE AT WORK. THERE HAS BEEN MINOR DESTRUCTION 
OF PROPERTY AND OCCUPIERS HAVE TWICE BLOCKED START OF 
DRILLING OPERATIONS TO TEST SOIL STRUCTURE. SENAT HAS 
TAKEN FULLY RELAXED STANCE, MAKING NO EFFORT TO ENFORCE 
LAW AND FOREST ORDINANCES BEING VIOLATED, AND POLICE ON 
SCEND HAVE CONFINED THEMSELVES TO DISCUSSING AND DRINKING 
COFFEE WITH DISSIDENTS. GOVERNING MAYOR HAS STATED THERE 
WILL BE NO " NACHT UND NEBEL" ACTION AGAINST DEMONSTRATORS. 

4. A DELEGATION FROM THE ORIGINAL PROTEST COALITION MET 
WITH GOVERNING MAYOR NOVEMBER 25 TO MAKE THEIR POINTS, 
INCLUDING REQUEST FOR ONE- YEAR POSTPONEMENT OF PROJECT. 

THEY DESCRIBED COMMUNIST PARTICIPATION IN AFFAIR AS 
UNWELCOME. ACCORDING TO PRESS, GOVERNING MAYOR DID NOT 
INCLUDE THE RESPONSIBLE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMICS IN THE 
CONFERENCE AND BY MIDAFTERNOON HAD NOT INFORMED THEM OF 
THE EVENT, REFLECTING APPARENT CONTINUING FRICTION BETWEEN 
SCHUETZ AND SENATOR FOR ECONMICS LUEDER ON POWER PLANT 
ISSUE. 

5. THE PROJECT IS IN A COMPLEX LEGAL STATUS AT PRESENT; 
NUMEROUS OFFICIAL PERMITS ARE BEING PROCESSED; SALE OF LAND 
FROM SENAT TO BEWAG IS NOT YET COMPLETED; MOST OF THE 
SENAT DEPARTMENTS ARE INVOLVED ONE WAY OR ANOTHER; THE 
PARLIAMENT HAS PASSED AN ORDINANCE PERMITTING CUTTING OF THE 
TREES; PROTESTERS HAVE FILED COURT SUIT AGAINST CUTTING 
TREES, ETCETERA. PRESUMABLY THE SENAT WILL BE PREPARED 

TO USE FORCE AS NECESSARY TO CLEAR THE SITE NCE THE 
BUREAUCRATIC AND LEGAL SITUATION IS STRAIGHTENED OUT SOME- 
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WHAT, HOPEIN NO DOUBT THAT WINTER WILL IN THE MEANTIME 
DAMPEN SPIRITS OF THE OCCUPIERS. BUT IN ALL LIKELIHOOD, 

THIS ISSUE WILL CONTINUE TO BE GRIST FOR THE PRESS AND A 
PROBLEM FOR THE SENAT FOR SOMETIME. 

GEORGE 
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